
 

 

Members of the Dialogue Center for Cooperation Among the Parties of Iranian 
Kurdistan 

Democratic Party 
of Iranian 
Kurdistan (PDKI) 
 

Founded in 1945 
and subsequently 
led the Republic of 
Kurdistan in 
Mahabad before its 
defeat by the Iranian 
regime.  

Federal, democratic 
Iran with national 
rights for Kurds 

1,000 - 1,500 
fighters; largely 
based far from the 
Iranian border in the 
Kurdistan Region of 
Iraq following a 
2023 security 
agreement.  

Komala of 
Revolutionary 
Toilers of Iranian 
Kurdistan 
(Şorrişgêrrî 
zehmetkêşan)  
 

Founded in 1969 in 
Tehran. The party 
has since 
experienced 
multiple splits with 
the different 
factions primarily 
operating from the 
Kurdistan Region of 
Iraq. This faction is 
currently led by 
Abdullah Mohtadi. 

Federal, democratic 
Iran with national 
rights for Kurds 

200 - 1,000 fighters 
based in the 
Kurdistan Region of 
Iraq 

Sazimani Khabat Founded in 1980 by 
activists and 
religious scholars 
involved in the 
resistance to 
Khomeini’s takeover.  

Federal, democratic 
Iran with national 
rights for Kurds 

 

Komala Kurdistan’s 
Organization of 
the Communist 
Party of Iran 
(Komala - CPI) 

Komala faction that 
joined the 
Communist Party of 
Iran in 1983 as its 
Kurdish wing.  

Federal, democratic 
Iran with national 
rights for Kurds 

 

Kurdistan Freedom 
Party (PAK) 
 

Founded in May 
1991 in Iran. They 
later moved their 
base to the 

Kurdish secession 
from Iran 

Approximately 1,000 
fighters based in the 
Kurdistan Region of 

https://ctc.westpoint.edu/iranian-kurdish-militias-terrorist-insurgents-ethno-freedom-fighters-or-knights-on-the-regional-chessboard/
https://www.komalainternational.org/2018/02/22/iraq-based-komala-party-describes-the-struggle-for-iranian-kurdistan
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/middle-east/we-are-only-1-000-but-we-fight-like-10-000-says-leader-of-kurdistan-freedom-party-1.4124704


 

Kurdistan Region of 
Iraq. They have 
taken part in the 
fight against ISIS in 
Iraq and Syria.  

Iraq. Claims a 
presence inside Iran.  

Kurdistan Free Life 
Party (PJAK) 
 

Founded in 2004 
when the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) 
changed its strategy 
from one 
centralized party to 
regional 
organizations that 
could adapt to local 
conditions.  

Federal, democratic 
Iran with national 
rights for Kurds 

Approximately 3,000 
fighters based in 
border areas of the 
Kurdistan Region of 
Iraq. Claims a 
presence inside  
Iran.  PJAK shares 
the ideology of PKK 
founder and leader 
Abdullah Ocalan, 
but was not 
impacted by the 
PKK’s May 2025 
dissolution and 
decision to disarm. 

Komala of the 
Toilers of 
Kurdistan 
(Zehmetkêşan) 

Komala faction that 
emerged in 2007. 

Federal, democratic 
Iran with national 
rights for Kurds 

 

 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/pkk-pjak-and-iran-implications-us-turkish-relations

